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1. Introduction 
If we take a look at the Post Soviet countries, we are going to be surprised, how high 
is the level of the national movements even 20 years after the fall of this multiethnic state. In 
my research I would like to put the emphasis on Central-Eastern Europe, on the special 
ethnic group Rusyns, who also today live in the territories of around five different countries: 
Slovakia, Ukraine, Poland, Serbia and Hungary. And however a history of those countries is 
full of long-lasting struggling for their own independency, the Rusyn had to fallow the same 
way in order to get some recognition in 21th century democratic European states. 
As a special feature of this minority of Rusyn population in Slovakia is the 
identification of world famous painter Andy Warhol as national hero, because of Rusyn 
origin of Warhol’s parents. But the conservative society of Rusyns didn’t accept the existing 
image of Warhol, it was changed and shaped according to beliefs of this people.  
In my research I want to show the reasons why people consciously manipulate with 
the information, present only one part of the truth and forget the other part, in order to build 
their national hero.  
Despite the possibility to get to the information through internet, the free access, the 
world is still not homogenized as it seems. Still very different societies in their mentality and 
the world views exist in today’s world. That all depends on the level of development of 
society, its educational level and the free access to information. 
In my research there are humanitarian historian methods used. It was the analysis 
done of the sources of my research, which were the media films. They are “I am from 
Nowhere” (Georg Misch, 2002), “The Warhol Nation” (Trier T, Hogl; Denmark, MIFF, 
1998), “Absolut Warhola” (Mucha St, Poland, Pegasos Film, 2001) and “Andy Warhol: A 
Documentary Film” (Ric Burns, 2006). Those movies are documentary, their main emphasis 
is on interviewing people about their attitude to Andy Warhol. I presume that the interviews 
were done in the open narrative manner, which helped to avoid the influence of the 
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interviewer on the people according to the rules of oral history. One of the producers of the 
film The Warhol Nation is Tom Trier, Danish anthropologist, who also made a research in 
the question of Rusyns. The selected movies, all free are done by the producers from 
different countries, which make the presented information more independent from any 
national interests. In all three movies there are done mainly the interviews with the people 
from the village Mikova, which is quite small and some people appear in three movies.  
In my research I used mainly the theories of Benedict Anderson and Eric Hobsbawm, 
which both consist of the theory about formation of nations, but including the factor of the 
imaginary, from inventing the simple traditions up to long-lasting history, heroes and the 
nation itself. The factor of imagination and invention by the people is significant, as I 
presume that the image of the hero was made up with special aim of proving the right of 
their nation to exist. 
There is also the theory of Ernest Gellner used, as one of the key works on 
nationalism, was taken here for more basic knowledge on nation creating, applied for the 
historical description of the Rusyns. For understanding of the image of Andy Warhol by the 
people , there was the theory of Stuart Hall used, mainly in understanding of the perception 
of openly shown information and its interpretations. 
The first chapter of the research is dedicated to the general overview of the history of 
Rusyns. Beginning from the middle of the first millennium, the description comes up to 
nowadays, picturing the time after the Soviet Union, living in the parts of newly established 
countries. We also take in regard the diaspora formation. However Rusyns live in around 
five countries in Eastern Europe today, we focus on Slovakian part, mentioning distinctive 
facts also about the other parts, but making the emphasize on Slovak part, Prešov region, 
where exactly the village Mikova is situated and the museum of Andy Warhol is opened in 
Medziaborce. What about the historiography, there are several types of works about the 
Rusyns, one of the best developed is ethnography, in that field worked as many Slovak, 
Ukrainians, Poles, Russians and Rusyns themselves. Unfortunately those works were not 
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used in this research, as they focus on specific ethnological questions and their differences 
with the neighbors, but also some historical works are done. It is significant, that the biggest 
work is done by Robert Magosci, historian from Rusyn-Ukrainian diaspora in Canada, he 
has written several monographs as on Rusyns and also in Ukrainian question. The 
historiography, which is presented by the Rusyn diaspora website, is predominated by the 
works of Robert Magocsi.  
In the second chapter it is briefly described the biography of Andy Warhol, which is 
mainly taken from the documentary about his life, with the interviews with his friends and 
close people, but also the webpages, which are dedicated to Warhol’s life and art work. Also 
In the second it is described the connections between Warhol and Rusyns in Slovakia, based 
on the interviews. 
The third chapter is dedicated to the theoretical analysis of first two chapters. Starting 
with the theory of nations by Ernest Gellner, analyzing the historical stages, I presume 
Rusyns reached the level, when they could be called nation, unfortunately the chaos of the 
20th century conquered the newly build state and not only the state, but also the Rusyns 
themselves had a chance to be assimilated by the Soviets. Farther the nation building is 
regarded in the light of the theories of Benedict Anderson and Eric Hobsbawm, also Stuart 
Hall. In this part logically from explaining of the raise of the nation state, we turn to the 
symbols inherent for nations, as also Andy Warhol – as one of these symbols. 
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 2.  An overview of Carpatho-Rusyn’s history 
The first chapter of our research is dedicated to the general overview of Rusyn 
history, presenting the key factors, which created the Rusyns as they are today, different 
among themselves and different from the dominant ethnicities in the states, where they 
belong. Political subordination in the last few centuries created even stronger feeling of a 
need to be independent, however unfortunately Rusyns belonged already from the 18th 
century to different states, like Hungary, Poland and Austrian Empire later. That is why first 
they were divided into two groups, northern and southern Rusyns, as getting assimilated, 
they lost their unity and began to develop themselves locally in those regions. With the 
claims of their long lasting history they actually constantly return to the images of legendary 
princes and prophets, and however they don’t have very well developed economy, but see 
themselves as the descendents of the glorified existence of Rusyns of last centuries.  
Most of the researchers of the Rusyns consider their roots starting around the 6th 
century, settling the same territories of Carpathian mountains, where they are settled also 
today. Some historians presume those early settlements were partly Indo speaking. The 
settlement was cold the White Croats, after some time a part of them migrated farther and 
settled in the place, where their descendents live today – the Croats, however after such a 
long time of thousands years they developed their own unique cultures.1 
If we take a look on the 8th-9th centuries Eastern Europe, we are going to see a big 
number of local small kingdoms with their own rulers. And that is the time, when one of the 
influential kingdoms emerged, the Kyivan Rus. Which first appeared as the small kingdom 
with the center in Kyiv, but soon they invaded a big number of another tribes with huge 
territories.   
                                                          
1  Шевченко К.В. Славянская Атлантида. Карпатская Русь и Русини в XIX–первой половине XX 
вв. Москва, REGNUM, 2010  // Shevchenko K.V. Slavish Atlantis. Carpatho-Rusyns in XIX – first part of 
XX centuries. – p. 43-44 
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It is important to realize the historical prospective of this time.  Those settlements 
were mostly of Slavic origins, but among them was no feeling of kinship. Also not all 
historians agree that White Croats were actually defeated by the Kyivan Rus. So that is why 
the history of Rusyns begins from this time, when the settlement was organized under the 
power of the prince, independently from the bigger Kyivan Rus kingdom. At least about one 
prince it is mentioned in few annals, whose name was - Fedor Korjatovič. Looking for their 
roots in the past Rusyns used later the image of this prince very often to prove their long-
lasting history. 2   
Also this time is important of the invasion of Magyar tribes, who became the close 
neighbors of Rusyns until the present day. The other important fact for Rusyn history is the 
presence of Christianity about a century earlier than it became official religion in Kyivan 
Rus. However it is not proved, but it is believed, that Christianity came to the Carpathian 
Rusyns with the prophets Constantine and Methodius, the one, who brought Christianity to 
Bulgarians. It is dated around 860, and it was created its own bishopric in Mukačevo. This 
fact served also as the key argument to create their own metropolia later in the 20th century, 
independent from the neighbours. 34 The fact, that there was adopted the Eastern Orthodox 
Christianity by the White Croats, make presume it was also a political step, as it connected 
them with the rest of the Orthodox World for all the next centuries. But it prevented the 
assimilation by the Czechs, Slovaks, Poles etc.  
  From the 11th century the White Croats were almost totally invaded by their Magyar 
neighbors, which brought the end of the independent kingdom of White Croats. Particularly 
this period of around four centuries was the beginning of the division of the former more or 
less unique ethnic group. This group was divided into at least two major groups, the 
                                                          
2 Magocsi P.R.An Historical guide to Subcarpathian Rus. Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 – p. 
216  
3 Шевченко К.В. Славянская Атлантида. Карпатская Русь и Русини в XIX–первой половине XX 
вв. Москва // Shevchenko K.V. Slavish Atlantis. Carpatho-Rusyns in XIX – first part of XX centuries -  p. 
49 
4 Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus. Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 – 
p.207-208 
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southern with the Hungarians and the north ones, which were a part of the Galicia. This time 
was especially hard because of constant attacks by the Ottomans and the taxation system, 
which step by step made the peasants depend on the landlords.  
It is very special of this region, around the different sides of the mountains, that 
through centuries different parts there belonged to very different states. For example  1526, 
when the power over this region was divided between the Ottoman Empire, small Hungarian 
kingship and the Habsburgs.5   
In order to change the political situation, in 1646 the Union of the local church was 
agreed with the Pope, the so called Union of Užhorod. At that time it meant that the status of 
the peasants was changed, as the Catholics had more rights than the others. The same union, 
called Brest Union, was also accepted by the Galicians in 15966. At that time so called 
Uniats, from the 19th century this church was called Greek-Catholic Church, meaning the 
practice under the Orthodox rite, but with belonging and some influences by the Catholics.7 
However it took a long time until the new Uniate Christianity was accepted by the local 
people, often under the pressure from above. After the Austrian Empire get the rights to rule 
in even bigger territories after the fall of Polish state, the new reforms brought the rule of 
social equality, and the status of Uniate Church was improved. Even in the Hungarian part 
of Empire, where the previous centuries lasted  under the domination of Hungarians, with no 
recognition of the other ethnicities, the Habsburgs were able even to create the separate 
diocese of Mukačevo, and several seminaries for Greek-Catholics.89 Despite those reforms, 
the Hungarian domination brought the constant dissatisfaction to the local peasants. And it 
                                                          
5 ibid – p. 218 
6 Шевченко К.В. Славянская Атлантида. Карпатская Русь и Русини в XIX–первой половине XX вв. // 
Shevchenko K.V. Slavish Atlantis. Carpatho-Rusyns in XIX – first part of XX centuries – p. 54 
7 ibid – p. 53-55 
Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus. Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978– p. 
219-220 
8 Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978– p. 
223 
9 Шевченко К.В. Славянская Атлантида. Карпатская Русь и Русини в XIX–первой половине XX вв. // 
Shevchenko K.V. Slavish Atlantis. Carpatho-Rusyns in XIX – first part of XX centuries – p. 57 
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was the reason, why the Rusyns began to look for the political support beyond the borders of 
Austrian Empire, and a lot of intellectuals emigrated to the Russian Empire, like the other 
Slavs, who were Orthodox, and in this way Rusyns were more linked to this tradition in 
contrast to the members of Austrian Empire.10     
Until the end of the 19th century the sympathy of the Russophiles raised unexpectedly. 
The 19th century was the time of growing interest to the history of the nations, exactly this 
time brought first ethnological researches, first historical writings. From the side of 
Hungarians on the south Rusyn territory and the Poles on the north it was practiced the 
politics of Madyarization and Polonization, which brought even bigger conflict in the time 
of the revolution 1848. Staying in opposition to these local rulers, part of them logically 
found the help in Russophile ideas.11  
The popularity of the local culture and the modern ideas of equality influenced the 
Rusyn intellectuals, who in contrast to the Russophiles wrote their books and some official 
declarations in the Rusyn local language. And this was something, what connected them 
with the Ukrainophiles in Galicia, contrary to the pro Russian ideas.12  
This short historical overview of the Rusyns show how from one ethnicity, settled in 
the Carpathian region in the Early Middle Ages, it was influenced by different neighbor 
ethnicities, struggling to win their autonomy from the strongest empires in the European 
history: the Ottoman Empire, the Austria-Hungerian Empire, the Polish Empire. It is the 
history of many ethnic groups, who were the part of different empires, which didn’t have a 
chance to win in the struggle to build their own country. It is also a misfortune, that despite 
belonging into the country under the other ethnic rulers, the destiny of the Rusyns is that 
they actually lived among some three or four different local groups as Hungarians, Slovaks, 
                                                          
10  Magocsi P.R. An Historical guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 –  
p. 224 
11 Magocsi P. R. Karpatski Rusini. Karpatskorusinske výskumné centrum. transl. Babotová L,1995 
12 Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 –  
p. 221-223 
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Poles, Ukrainians. In this way through centuries they get influenced and partly assimilated, 
but they never really created any common platform even in the question of language unity.  
We are going to see those differences on the example of decisions made after the end 
of the First World War, when the Austrian empire didn’t exist any longer and some new 
countries emerged on the political map of Europe. The Rusyns decided about their priorities 
too, sending their councils to the Paris Peace Conference. But what is significant here, that at 
that time there didn’t exist the unity between all the Rusyns, they were not connected, didn’t 
have one common idea of their future after the final fall of the Habsburg empire. That’s why 
four different councils were established: the Prešov district sent a council, wishing to form a 
new state with Czechoslovakia, the Užhorod district proclaimed remaining with the 
Hungarians,  Xust district – with the Ukrainians and the only Jasinja  district proclaimed 
establishing independent country, which didn’t really happen.13 Of course very soon the real 
situation under the new rulers brought disappointment to the Rusyns. In this hard after the 
war time new established countries tried their best to rebuild their own economy, and of 
course none of them didn’t really give the autonomy rights to the Rusyns. Especially after 
the Russian revolution the sympathy to the idea of the equality of all the nations grew, but 
those holding political power didn’t want to lose those lands. The League of Nations 
received a lot of manifestations about their incompatible status in those states, but the 
League of Nations wasn’t effective in this question, like in many others too14.  
In Czechoslovakia the Rusyns also were not allowed as an autonomous region, but 
they were recognized as a minority, and they tried to develop themselves their language and 
culture. Different organizations were created, which depended on their political orientation: 
                                                          
13 Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 –  
p. 235 
14 Magocsi, P.R. An Historical guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 –  
p. 239 - 243 
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Rusynophiles, Russophiles or Ukrainophiles, which have also developed their theories why 
Rusyns historically could belong To Russians or Ukrainians15.  
16 
But for a short term almost the first after the Middle Ages Rusyns were able to create 
their own state. According to the Munich Pact, they were allowed by Nazi Germany to form 
the independent front with an autonomous province, which soon was renamed Carpatho-
Ukraine under the rule of Avhustyn Vološyn. It was even briefly recognized by the Third 
Reich. They even proclaimed their independence, but already on the 15th March 1939 it was 
occupied by the Hungarian troops. The Užhorod and Mukačevo region came under the 
Hungarians, as also Vojevodina, the Yugoslavian part; the Prešov part – under the Slovaks.17  
                                                          
15 Magocsi P. R. Karpatski Rusini. Karpatskorusinske výskumné centrum. transl. Babotová,1995 
16 http://carpatho-rusyn.org/setmap.htm 
17 Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978  – 
p. 245-246 
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If we come back to the northern parts of ethnic Rusyn territories after the fall of the 
Austrian empire, this region, so called Lemko region was occupied by the Poles until 1939. 
Because this region was through centuries separated from the southern parts, this group is 
considered as the part of Rusyn ethnicity, but also has its own local differences, in their 
dialect for example etc. This region is famous of its wooden architecture particularly. At the 
time of the Polish rule, as also in the previously at the time of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
the politics of Polonization was significant carried out in ways that were similar to the 
policies in Hungary.  
During the Second World War Užhorod and Mucačevo region was under the 
Hungarians, who this time allowed them cultural freedom, but all pro Ukrainian political 
references were totally forbidden. But after few years the ruler was changed again, after the 
victory of Soviet Union this territory was joined to the Soviet Ukraine, without any 
recognition of Rusyns as minority. The Prešov Region remained within Czechoslovakia. 
In the interwar time, when the Prešov region belonged to the Czechoslovakia, the 
Rusyn population is described as the poorest part of the country, around 80 % in Prešov 
district were peasants or foresters, the capital didn’t invest much money into the 
development of this region. Even more the attitude of Czechs and Slovaks was quite 
negative. For example, there existed the list of non- Rusyn entrepreneur, which was used in 
order to support their national production; even the housecleaners or other lower class 
workers were invited from the mainland to Rusyn-inhabited region.18 
A few decades of Soviet rule brought destructive influence on the Rusyns. It is not 
only that they didn’t become independent provinces within the boundaries of Soviet Union, 
but following the ideology of this empire, any initiative in the national questions was always 
punished. There existed only one huge Soviet nationality where all the people were equal. 
Censorship existed everywhere, also in the Slovak region; it was forbidden to teach Rusyn 
                                                          
18 Шевченко К.В. Славянская Атлантида. Карпатская Русь и Русини в XIX–первой половине XX вв  // 
Shevchenko K.V. Slavish Atlantis. Carpatho-Rusyns in XIX – first part of XX centuries – p. 181-183 
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language in schools. For a time in Czechoslovakia the Greek-Catholic Church was forbidden 
and many Rusyns anyway turned back to Orthodox Church. During the Soviet period the 
number of the Rusyns in the southern parts decreased drastically, as they were assimilated 
by the Slovaks or Ukrainians.19  
The fall of the Soviet Union brought a new period in the life of Rusyns. In the last 
years of its existence, some Rusyn organization slowly started to work. One element in their 
resurgence was the famous Lemko festival “Vatra”, which slowly gave Rusyns the chance to 
reopen for themselves their unique culture and history, a difficult task after the centuries of 
negation of their existence.20  
It is paradoxical that after the fall of the Soviet Union, the Rusyn minorities found 
themselves in the different countries again, as Poland, Hungary, Ukraine, Romania and 
Yugoslavia. In almost all of them they were acknowledged as minorities, but not yet in 
Ukraine.     
It is important not to misinterpret the term “Rusyn”. We are talking about the 
ethnicity, whose motherland was in the Carpathian region in Eastern Europe. It is often 
considered as being the same as the Russians, because the name sounds quite close to 
‘Russian’. Some historians presume the root of those names to be the same. The ethnicities 
developed in different ways during the long centuries, separated one from the other. And 
also some, who had a chance to get into the history of Eastern Europe in 9th-12th centuries 
will notice similarities with the naked eye in the name of the Kyivan Rus, Rusyns and 
Russians21. However the main Slavic country of 9-12th centuries was Kyivan Rus, it gave 
birth to two other nationalities, the tribes, which some time were also dependent from it, but 
were able to create their own strong kingdoms and after some centuries to create new 
nations. Also Russophiles tried to argue in favour of a connection with the Russians, 
                                                          
19 Magocsi P.R. The Shaping of a National Identity. Subcarpathian Rus`, 1848—1948, Harward University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, 1978  ;  - p. 265-266 
20 Magosci P.R. The Rusyn Question - Political Thought 1995, №2-3 (6) P.221-231 
21 Magosci P.R. The Rusyn Question - Political Thought 1995, №2-3 (6) P.221-231 
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showing how close the names of the nations were. In Latin Transcription Rus was known as 
Ruthenia, that’s why today’s Rusyns in Eastern Europe and in their diasporas in the United 
States are called sometimes Ruthenians or Rusyn/Rusnak. In our research we are using the 
term Rusyn, which is closer to the original way those people call themselves and it will 
allow avoiding misunderstanding about the historical time, we are talking here.  
In the Eastern European region there is a long history of different nations. It is 
obvious that the stronger country gets control over the weak ones and it is exactly the case of 
Rusyns. If we consider such political groups as Russophiles and Ukrainophiles, we are going 
to see, how the historical facts could be interpreted differently by different subjects. It is 
both Russians and Ukrainians who needed this piece of land for their strategic aims; that’s 
why they looked deeply into the history of Rusyns, specially the early periods of Kyivan 
Rus, when different ethnic groups were under one rule. In order to justify their claim on the 
region 22 
Also in the question of language, there is no one right answer. Officially Rusyn 
language has its own language number, so it is registered and also officially recognized by 
the European Union. If we take a look into the Slavic languages, firstly, they are divided into 
bigger groups as Eastern, Western and Southern Slavic languages. Under the Eastern 
languages researchers distinguish between Russian, Ukrainian and Belorusian languages. 
However especially in the late 19th century the language recognition was also very 
politicized, that is why mainly Russophiles didn’t agree that Ukrainian language is a 
separate language, which of course would strengthen separatist movements in the Russian 
empire, and later in Soviet Union. Also some Ukrainophiles didn’t agree that Rusyn 
language is separate language, but one of different Ukrainian dialects. But researchers 
mainly agree that this dialect is very close to Ukrainian language, but an important factor in 
giving this kind of rights is still political, because of their dependence, but they were never 
that much culturally connected with Ukraine. Here we mean the south parts of Rusyns, not 
                                                          
22 Magocsi P.R. The Shaping of a National Identity. Subcarpathian Rus`, 1848—1948, Harward University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, 1978  p. 107-109, 120 
15 
 
taking into consideration the Lemko part. And the most important factor is that under the 
influence of their neighbors this Rusyn language in southern part was very much changed 
because of the close contacts with Madyars, Slovaks and Czechs.23  
The political situation after the Second World War was used by the Soviet 
government against the Rusyn autonomy. Despite the anti-Rusyn politics of Hungarians or 
Czechs, the Rusyn identity was never prohibited as strongly and successfully as in the time 
of Soviet governance in that region. The politics of the Soviets was uncompromising: the 
districts of Mukačevo and Užhorod, however were under Czechoslovakia, but officially 
were considered as a part of Ukrainian territory and were automatically added to the Soviet 
Ukraine. There was a series of serious reforms taken in this new created district. Rusyn 
nationality was proclaimed as nonexistent, those who considered themselves as Rusyns were 
anyway written in official documents as Ukrainians. New schools and textbooks were 
presented for the young generation, in order to educate them in the spirit of new ideology. 
And it is surprising that such policies actually worked. After few decades the new generation 
grew up with the idea of being a part of Soviet Union, being Ukrainians, and the Rusyns 
were considered as something old-fashioned, as if they considered themselves in that time as 
a part of Austrian empire, only because of being born in that state.24 But Ukrainization 
which was a little bit different existed in the Prešov region. As the Ukrainiazation of the 
schools and newspapers was made against the will of the people, Rusyns turned back from 
the idea of uniting with Ukrainophiles. It was also not possible was to stay Rusyn and that is 
why they consciously have chosen to adapt the culture of their neighbors – Slovaks.25 
The fall of the Soviet Union showed how the Rusyns actually had been assimilated in 
the last fifty years. The new countries emerged and the Rusyns became just part of those 
                                                          
23 Magocsi P.R. The Shaping of a National Identity. Subcarpathian Rus`, 1848—1948, Harward University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, 1978   – 131-135 140 
Magocsi P. R.,. Karpatski Rusini. Karpatskorusinske výskumné centrum. transl. Babotová L,1995 
24 Magocsi P.R. The Shaping of a National Identity. Subcarpathian Rus', 1848-1948. Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, England, 1978 – p. 255-259 
25  Magocsi P.R. The Shaping of a National Identity. Subcarpathian Rus', 1848-1948 Harward University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, 1978 – p. 269 - 271 
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new established states, accordingly to which state they belonged before. So one part became 
a part of Czechoslovakia, one, a part of the Hungary, Yugoslavia and the biggest part  
became part of Ukraine. 26 1991 the First Congress of Rusyns was organized, including the 
delegates from the diaspora. This congress showed that the number of the people in above 
mentioned countries who consider themselves Rusyns had decreased. In the post-Soviet time 
the ethnic Rusyns had two identities, one identity of the country where they belonged and 
then as a second one the Rusyn one. Of course there were still some nationally conscious 
people, but their number was not high. However, organizing local festivals where they had a 
chance to present their culture helped in a way to distinguish their local culture from the 
others. This kind of festivals was also supported from the diaspora, the one, where the level 
of self-identification with Rusyns is still strong.27   
The Rusyn cultural life started to develop again after the 90-ies, also the self-
identification as a Rusyn rose. In this way, however the Rusyn minority in former 
Yugoslavia got the right of national minority, it didn’t happen in the other regions. In 
Slovakian part, Rusyns achieved their right to be recognized as a minority, its number is 
around 0,4 presents of Slovakian population. However in the biggest territories of Rusyn 
settlement, in Ukraine, even today Rusyns are not regarded as minority, however recently 
the Rusyn language is officially recognized as a regional language.28In 2001 in Slovakia was 
officially 24000 Rusyns registered29. 
                                                          
26 Trier Tom, Inter-Ethnic Relations in Transcarpathian Ukraine. Uzhorod, Ukraine, 1998 – p. 18-20 
27 Magosci P.R. The Rusyn Question, Political Thought 1995, №2-3 (6) P.221-231 
28 National minorities in Slovakia. Accessed May, 19 - http://www.slovakia.culturalprofiles.net/?id=-12654 
29 Demographic data from population and housing censuses in Slovakia. Accessed May,12, 2012 - 
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From the second part of the 19th century it is started the wave of migrations out of 
Habsburg monarchy. Having no chances to find a job in the region, the people were ready to 
travel to United States thousands of kilometers in order to earn some money. First emigrants 
were mainly male, as they didn’t plan stay there forever, but later also their wives with the 
children joined them.  
It is quite difficult to find a real number of people, who emigrated, as in that time 
Rusyns emigrated and belonged to different countries, what was counted at the border, but 
not the emigrant’s self-identification. But approximate numbers are between 225 000 
31Rusyns and 650 00032 emigrants between 1880 and 1914, who settled in the northeast and 
north central states. But the emigration didn’t finish throughout the whole 20th century, there 
were also the migrants to Canada around 20-ies, also to Australia and Argentina. 
                                                          
30 http://carpatho-rusyn.org/map.jpg 
31Magocsi P.R. An Historical Guide to Subcarpathian Rus, Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute, 1978 –   
p. 261-263 
32 Magocsi P. R. Karpatski Rusini. Karpatskorusinske výskumné centrum. transl. Babotová L,1995 
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The first Rusyn emigrants in America were engaged in coal mining, mainly around 
Scranton and Wilkes-Barre in eastern Pennsylvania, and in Pittsburgh and its suburbs in the 
western part of that state. By 1920, nearly 80 percent of all Rusyns lived in only three states 
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey.33 
As the first emigrants didn’t have intent to settle for a long time in the region, the first 
time they settled just not far to the mines or factories, where they worked. The number of 
incomers increased and slowly those settlements became like small villages, with typical for 
their old style life features, the same grocery stores, the typical for them look of the houses, 
taverns and of course the church. Soon all the families began to migrate, and when the 
women arrived, they started to work at cloth factories, stores. Also the priests emigrated in 
order to fulfill the usual way of living for Rusyns.34  
Up to the middle of the 20th century the number of the inhabitants of Rusynm 
minorities increased, their life turned into usual for them. As for example 1951 even the 
seminary for Byzantine Rusyn Church was established in Pittsburg. Already in the 
beginning of the 20th century they had their own printed newspaper, all new arrivers joined 
minority, becoming automatically the members of the brotherhoods.35 
Unfortunately the division of the Rusyns between different countries in their 
homeland, but also different political orientations, was the reason, why the Rusyns didn’t 
create one homogenized community. Depends on the political orientation, quite often 
Rusyns joined Russian, Ukrainian or Polish brotherhoods, as there was also the separate 
Lemko brotherhood, which partly made them assimilate with Russians, Ukrainians or Poles, 
and also it destroyed the unity, which existed in the first of their arrivals.  
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34 Magocsi P.R. Our People: Carpatho-Rusyns And Their Descendants in North America, Bolchazy 
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Despite some disunion between all the Rusyns in American settlement, pro- Rusyn 
adherents made an emphasize on developing their culture, there were the Rusyn schools 
establishes, with the Rusyn language of teaching, later around 50-ies even their own 
publishing house was opened, where books were printed in Rusyn language on very 
different topics. Being well organized, the Rusyn minority in USA inherited political roles, 
they declared their political positions also in Paris Peace Conference 1919, declaring the 
rights of the Rusyns in Eastern Europe for their own country.36 
In 90-ies after the fall of Soviet Union, the Rusyn minority in USA continued to take 
part in political life of the Rusyns. They organized few Congresses of the Rusyns, where the 
course on restoration of Rusyn identity and culture was taken. The Rusyns in America 
established the funds for promoting development of education, Rusyn culture and language, 
also annual festival in Prešov region was established37. 
The facts of existing of Rusyn predecessors come from 8th century. Until today they 
were able to preserve and develop their culture, struggling against the assimilation by the 
other Slavic nation. However they didn’t have a chance to establish their own country yet, 
but their community consciousness exists and restores after the decades of Soviet ideological 
reforms.  
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Carducci Pub; 4th Rev edition – p.100- 105 
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3. Andy Warhol and his connections to Rusyns.  
Let us think about famous people of the 20th century, probably after the main 
personalities of the World Wars, who come to the marvelous niche of art, so revolutionary 
and extravagant. The Wikipedia puts among the most famous personalities of 60-ties of the 
XX century such names as John F. Kennedy, Yuri Gagarin, The Beatles, The Rolling 
Stones, Yoko Ono, Bob Dylan, Billy Graham, Che Guevara, Muhammed Ali, Martin Luther 
King, Robert Kennedy, Leonid Brezhnev, Clint Eastwood, Neil Armstrong, Prince Charles 
also the name of Andy Warhol38.  What drives the authors of the most famous personalities 
in the world to put the name of Andy Warhol besides the political revolutionists, besides the 
Beatles or even more symbolically besides Gagarin and Armstrong, the cosmonauts? Andy 
Warhol, exactly as those cosmonauts, brought into life something, which changed the way of 
thinking of the people, in the way he changed the attitude in the art, discovering his new 
school. As after the first journey into outer space and first landing on the Moon, it opened 
new horizons for researchers, but mainly new understanding of the whole mankind of the 
possibility of existence of other planets as the Earth and possibly of the existence of the 
other living beings outside our planet.        
Andy Warhol is famous as a Pop-art artist, famous by his special style of printmaking, 
which allowed him to make several copies of the same drawing in other colors, well known 
by his art visual performances. And also the big part of his life was dedicated to filmmaking, 
shooting extra ordinate movies of almost everything, what surrounded him, with big 
attention to different personalities and the beauty, which Andy saw in the smallest details 
around him.  
And when we look at the picture, self portrait of Andy Warhol, the person, who have 
never seen the picture of Warhol, would without any doubts count this extravagant face as 
the person of the XX centuries.   
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He also published few books, was the founder of so 
called “Warholism”, kind of his own philosophy, which 
was based on his expression “15 minutes of fame”. His 
famous works are iconic paintings of Coca- Cola, 
Campbell’s Soup Cans, and paintings of such celebrities as 
Marilyn Monroe, Elvis Presley, Chinese dictator Mao, also 
Lenin, Muhammad Ali, Mick Jagger, John Lenon, Diana 
Ross, Bridgitte Bardot, the images “Electric Chair”, 
“Green Car crashes”, the project “The Velvet 
Underground”, his exhibitions at the factories.39 
Finally nowadays Andy Warhol is one of the best-sold painters, as his pictures are 
among the most expensive painters from all the times, among Van Gogh, Pablo Picasso, 
Gustav Klimt, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, Peter Paul Rubens, Claude Monet, Amadeo 
Modigliani. Warhol’s most expensive picture was “Eight Elvises”, which was sold in 2008 
for about 100 million dollars. 4041    
     In this way there is no doubt, Andy Warhol made an impact to the world heritage. 
And however he was born and grew up in America, is associated with the American 
Bohemian circles, today his exhibitions travel throughout the world and his contribution was 
for sure into the global art heritage. 
The example of Andy Warhol’s life is rather quite typical for American society, 
having so many ethnic groups, from around the world, who in one way very often lived in 
closed minorities, but their children already raised in these mixed-raise societies and they 
already became typical Americans, whose parent’s origin was just from so many different 
places. In this way Andy Warhol seems very American. 
                                                          
39 Andy Warhol. Life and Work, accessed March 24, 2012 - 
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However the researchers of his creative work and life assert, that Andy Warhol has 
spoken Rusyn at home, as his parents emigrated without any knowledge of English and for 
example his mother, who was a housewife and later just worked as a simple worker, was not 
able to speak English fluently. As Andy remembered himself, she often has read him some 
books in English, but with the strange Slavic accent. As those minorities were really closed, 
they had almost everything they needed inside their minorities, so it was easy to 
communicate with the other Rusyns and also it was the reason, which suspended the faster 
assimilation of new arrived.42  
Andy was quite shy child, it was hard to find him any friend even from the local 
settlement. He suffered from nervous system disease, which caused uncontrolled movements 
and that made his classmates often laughed at him and it made his life at school as total 
horror. Because of this disease he sometimes was forced to stay the whole days in bed, and 
then he spent most of the time with his mother.43 As he remembers his mother was the one, 
who engrafted him love for art, she was very talented, she drew by herself, she sang, 
embroidered. Later in 50-ties Andy Warhol helped his mother also to publish her drawings. 
From 1952 she moved to New York City and lived together with her son.44  
Except the love for art, Andy’s mother took Andy very often to the church, the local 
church of the community, which was Rusyn Catholic, as it is said in the documentary “Andy 
Warhol: A Documentary Film”, Andy could spend about 8 hours per week in the church. It 
was ornamented by complete iconostasis, with very typical Byzantine paintings. As many 
critics assume, this Christian icons influenced young Warhol a lot, and they were those 
future icons of famous personalities, which later Warhol painted.45   
 Andy Warhol’s parents were both originally Rusyns, born and grew up in the village 
Mikova, which is in today’s Slovakia. They were born in 90-ies in 19th century, and got 
married 1909. In that time Eastern European regions were still in the period of economical 
                                                          
42 Bycko M. Andy Warhol - http://www.rusin.sk/data/files/18.pdf 
43 Ric Burns, Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film, 2006, media film 
44 Mrs. Julia Warhola, in: The Andy Warhol Family Album, accessed March 29, 2011, 
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45 Ric Burns, Andy Warhol: A Documentary Film, 2006, media file    
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crisis. The emigration from the Eastern European lands started some decades earlier, but 
fallowing their predecessors, in looking for a better fortune, parents of Andy Warhol decided 
to emigrate, first Andy’s farther, later his mother in 1921. That time there was a high level of 
unemployment in the region, as mechanization level grew up. 
America was desired “Eldorado” land, that was the land of freedom and possibilities 
in the end of 19th and it still remains such a dreamed land for Rusyns even nowadays. After 
several decades of emigration Rusyn minority enrooted in the region and had a chance to 
develop their brought from Eastern Europe culture and language. 20th century didn’t bring 
flourishing into the Rusyn settlements. The time of Soviets and later the time of economical 
recovering of new independent countries have leaved Rusyns economically backward. The 
population has become a way more assimilated, and the region itself remained mainly rural, 
that’s why the level of people, who wanted to emigrate is still very high.  
In the documentary “Absolut Warhola” one older woman remembers that many young 
people emigrated, and even being on pension those people don’t return to their homeland46. 
Also the story of Warhol family is sad, but not unique, as thousands of people actually have 
fled and this image for sure remained for a long time in Warhol’s parent’s remembrance47.  
In the time of the Soviet Union Warhol’s figure was unknown and rather forbidden, as 
American idol couldn’t be the idol for Soviet people, different in their mentalities.  In that 
time Warhol’s mother was still in the contact with her relatives in Mikova, however there 
was not such a boom around his personality. A long time the relatives in Mikova considered 
Andy as a simple house painter, but not a worldwide famous painter48. As the Rusyns 
explain it themselves in the interviews, first time they have heart about Andy Warhol in 
Polish and Czech newspapers. Many Slavic ethnicities claimed Andy Warhol related to their 
nation. Only around 80-ies the citizens of Mikova got to know Andy Warhol was famous 
around the whole world, and only after reading it in the newspapers about Warhol as Pole or 
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Czech, they realized his parents were actually those Warholas, whom they are related to. 
However in regular corresponding with Julia Warhola-Zavadska, Andy’s mother, the people 
got to know Andy was famous and rich in America, they still lived in the other society, what 
they didn’t have a chance to comprehend totally until recent time.49  
There are quite many international shooting crews, which come to Mikova in order to 
interview again and again the local people about Andy Warhol, so in the last years unknown 
foreign people would be automatically connected with the name of Andy Warhol. Not all the 
people know well who Andy Warhol really was, or why is he famous. Some people assumed 
he was a sculptor50, some didn’t know exactly what he painted, maybe rooms or houses, 
being just a usual worker51. 
There were not that many sources, where people were able to find any information 
about Andy’s works. It is only last years children in the schools learn now about this 
personality at school, as also attend the excursion to Warhol’s museum in Medziaborce.   
The works of Andy Warhol tend to be perceived in a political way. As one of the 
researchers in the Warhol’s museum in Slovakia explains this kind of art is not something he 
is fascinating about, but he started to work in this field because Andy Warhol’s Pop Art 
brought to the world popularization of the Rusyns.52  
As one of examples of perception of Andy Warhol’s art is a young Rusyn woman, 
who regretted and found it as a mistake that Andy didn’t paint “our beautiful Ruthenian 
icons”53.  
It is quite often that school children come as a part of their study at school to see the 
exhibition in the museum. But also there are sometimes organized tours for older people, as 
                                                          
49 The Warhol Nation, Tom Trier, Denmark, MIFF, 1998, media film - 09:00 min 
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it is shown in the movie “I am from nowhere”54, that the group of over 80-years old women 
had a chance to come from the village Mikova to visit the museum. Among those women 
was also Andy Warhol’s cousin. I find it very significant in what way producers show her 
reaction on the paintings, very positive, but on the other hand the scenes, when the shooting 
crew brought her to huge Tesco supermarket, it was the first time she was in the 
supermarket, at least in such a huge one. It was literally the signs of admiration seen on her 
face and the feelings of happiness according to her words after the visiting of the shop55. 
Julia Zavadska, Warhol’s mother, was in touch with her relatives in Slovakia until her 
last days. And it was not only about corresponding, taking care about her relatives, she often 
sent the pieces of Andy’s art to them. It was not one time, when she sent his paintings, but 
also few specimens of his shoe exhibitions for example. Unfortunately today those relatives 
don’t have any piece to show to the interviewers. The paintings, they received from their 
Warhol relatives from America, remember only children, as they were the ones, who were 
allowed to play with the paintings, which year after year were kept under the roof of the old 
house, which also quite often leaked, that is why any of those paintings are preserved until 
today. Also this family still remembers the nice colorful shoes, they have received. As in the 
time of the Soviet Union it was always a problem about buying any piece of cloth or others, 
those lever shoes in different colors served as a very fashion and useful gift from their 
relatives.5657  
Those diverse examples show that perception of any kind of art is always influenced 
by person’s everyday’s life and society. The average population is occupied in rural 
economy, in their hard physical work from early morning until late evening. That’s why 
Andy Warhol’s works are also interpreted in every region in the other way, as Europe differs 
from America, also Eastern European rural area differs from the urban region. The people 
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actually regret that the museum of Andy Warhol is established in Medziaborce, but not 
exactly in the village Mikova, which is around 10km away58. That would be something, 
what will bring much more people to the region, as also the locals would find new job 
opportunities.  
The museum of Andy Warhol is organized with the help of Rusyn diaspora in 
America, as especially with the help of John Warhol, older Andy’s brother, and who until 
recent came almost every year to Slovakia and dedicated himself to the organization and 
functioning of the museum. He had a chance to come to his parent’s homeland still during 
the Soviet times, and in the time when Warhol was still alive. At Andy’s request John took a 
lot of pictures of the village and the whole region, when he travelled there, and later those 
images at the pictures reminded Andy of indigenous Indians in America. The museum itself 
was opened 1991, right after the fall of Soviet Union, also with the help of Paul Warhol, 
another older Andy’s brother59.  
However Andy Warhol’s brothers had a chance to come and visit their parent’s 
homeland in the time of Soviet regime, Andy Warhol didn’t do it himself. The people 
themselves consider that Andy Warhol was going to visit Slovakia, it was only a matter of 
time, if the fall of the Soviet Union would come earlier, and Andy had a chance to come 
without fear to Rusyn settlements in Eastern Europe. Andy Warhol in his life had a chance 
to travel a lot, from Europe to the far from America Asia countries. Of course entering the 
Soviet territory was a high risk for American Pop star, but there are also no evidences Andy 
tried to get into the contact with the locals, except the contact his mother kept.  
 There is also another point, the local people can’t accept at all. It is about Andy’s 
sexuality. Different sources describe Warhol as homosexual. From the early age he didn’t 
show any interest to girls, of course he was traumatized in the time of the primary school, 
because of his disease, and he was very shy and closed, and this shyness was noticeable also 
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in the time he worked in New York, he communicated with different people, he saw the 
beauty in many things, many persons, without any gender distinction. But also in many 
sources we can read, that Warhol was homosexual and didn’t ever have any relations with 
women, which actually is not proved. However Warhol is also in the list of the famous 
homosexuals60.  
But to this point Warhol’s relatives have very unanimous attitude. As quite bad point, 
Andy’s aunt regarded, that he was not married and didn’t have children: “I don’t like Andy 
anymore, because he never got married. If he’d left behind a family, that came to visit us, he 
would make Mikova happy”61. It is even not about homosexuality, which is considered 
negative, when the man doesn’t bring offspring, in such traditional societies it is very big 
pressure on young people, if they don’t get married “in time” and don’t want to bear them 
grandchildren. That’s why mostly all the interviewed people consider Andy suffering from 
neurotic impotence62.  
Some interviewed persons even couldn’t pronounce “homosexuality”, they reply in 
return just “you-know-what”, for example Andy’s cousin Helena: “people say he was a you-
know-what, but he wasn’t”63. All the interviewed people totally rejected Warhol’s 
homosexuality. Another example was, when the person as the reason for Warhol not to be 
gay said because he heart about him and is sure Andy was good-hearted64.  
The famous scandal, when the time his collogue Valerie Solanas tried to shoot Andy 
Warhol, was interpreted by Andy’s cousin and some others as misunderstanding in the 
couple, as because she wanted to get finally married, but Andy refused65. 
It is unbelievable that even the curator of the museum, who did a lot of researchers in 
Warhol’s works and was quite well acquainted with his biography and his brothers, rejected 
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64 ibid- Ch. 3, 08:45 min 
65 ibid- Ch. 3,  07:00 min 
28 
 
even the assumption that Warhol could be homosexual66. In the other interviews Michael 
Bycko agreed that the Rusyn society is quite conservative and that’s why the mission of the 
museum is to make the emphasize on his roots and the art heritage, but not about his lifestyle 
and sexual orientation67.  
As major population got to know more about Andy Warhol only in the 90-ies, among 
old national heroes from the 19th century, there emerged a new personality, which was 
forbidden by the former state, but was related to this tiny village in the rural region. In all the 
interviews the image of Andy Warhol is reflected highly positive. But there was a time, in 
late 80-ies, when John Warhol began his work on establishing the museum, in that time 
conservative society didn’t accept the image of provocative Rusyn and there was even the 
petition signed by around 1,700 people. However it is some 20 years after that time, but now 
the name of Andy Warhol is seen at every possible street, having hotels, restaurants, not 
telling about magazines and festivals called after Andy Warhol.68 Nowadays the image of 
Andy Warhol is the part of Rusyn history and culture, it is noticeable at first sight when you 
open some webpages about Rusyns. In one line with traditional Rusyn wooden architecture, 
wax painted Easter eggs there is a picture of Andy Warhol too69. 
The people consider this Warhol family, which emigrated some decades ago, had a 
chance not only to find better destiny, but they also didn’t forget about the Rusyn nation and 
through becoming famous, Warhol put attention also to the Rusyns, in the way his 
personality attracted people to this region7071. As also working on the field of popularization 
of Warhol’s art is regarded as popularization the whole Rusyn nation72. 
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The mayor of Medziaborce considers Warhol as a new idle for imitation for new 
generations. After the years of Soviet assimilation this personality is something, what make 
local people return to their roots, their Eastern Christianian faith and their Rusyn language.73 
Also it is very significant that in late 80-ies many other nation states claimed Warhol as his 
hero, because Rusyns live in many states nowadays, and also they see the kinship with 
Warhol, however the governments “behave as evil stepmothers”, making their best to 
assimilate totally the Rusyn minorities.74 
Nowadays the Rusyn regions in Slovakia are called among the local fans the 
Warholand75. All the inhabitants try to find any family relations to Warhol, as for example 
even the friendly relations between some families and Warhol’s mother are regarded as 
close relations7677. The region nowadays is still not economically developed, still mainly 
rural, with a small number of population, as young people make their best to emigrate. The 
people believe their relations partly make them and their village famous78. Even today not 
only Warhol, but also America is very idealized, there still exist the songs, where they 
remember those, who emigrated in the 19th century to find the better life and also today it is 
still the dreamed land, parents tell the fairy tales about it, the pupils listen with the 
admiration about it. It is an example of so called warholic Jozef, the fan of Andy Warhol, 
who even in the scenes in the church was praying for finding the chance to leave the country 
and follow Warhol’s steps in America79. Unfortunately he didn’t have good experience 
while taking part in one of the projects in America, as probably this dreamed land was not as 
he considered.  
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About Andy Warhol there is not only museum opened in the region, there are also 
organizations, which are called after him, there is also several festivals dedicated to this 
personality. As an example one of these festivals had a festive opening in the church, 
starting with the liturgy and later in the speech of the priest remembering that Warhol was 
the one, who helped to spread the information about Rusyns and Slovakia in the whole 
world.80 Sometimes the admiration by Andy Warhol reaches the level, when some people 
proclaim Warhol could be Rusyn god81. Citing Warhol fan Jozef “I believe that Andy 
Warhol still lives. He is the Rusyn God.82” 
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4. Analysis 
  According to Ernest Gellner nationalism is the phenomenon of the industrial society, 
it is the time, when everyone had to find the nation he belonged to. And it is since that time 
regarded as an infringement, when cultural borders don’t coincide with the political borders 
of the state.83  
The experience of nation states was described in the text books, the glory spread 
throughout the world and was regarded as the example to imitate by the others84. It is also 
such an example of invention of the Olympic games 1896, where the sportsmen represented 
one or another nation-state. The one, who didn’t have their own state, were not able to take 
part in such kind of international competitions85.  
Let’s take a look at Eastern Europe, it is significant also for Ernest Gellner, who 
shows a difference among Western and Eastern parts of Europe in their way of becoming 
nation. It is a long lasting history, which automatically gave the right to main Western 
ethnicities to declare existing of their nation states. It is historically different about Eastern 
Europe.86  
Eastern European region has a big number of different ethnic groups, in different time 
they belonged to different empires. If we take the 19th century, it was exactly the time, after 
the French Revolution and the American one, when the other ethnic groups in Europe appear 
on the stage against the ruling monarchical powers. The Rusyn territories belonged in that 
time to Austria-Hungarian Empire. 
As Gellner considers, Eastern Europe is special because of being ethnically close 
related Slavic groups, which are anyway bound by history, culture and also language 
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similarities. Culturally Slavic countries are more similar among themselves, if to compare 
with their Western European or Eastern neighbors. That is why their way to become a nation 
was a way more complicated. 87 
I presume that 19th century under the Habsburgs rule gave a good start for all the 
Slavic ethnicities to develop themselves into the strong unity. For example it was the time of 
Revolutions, which touched every corner of the empire. In one line with the other groups 
Rusyns had a chance to fight for their rights. It is a time, when following French and 
German societies, history as a science started to develop. Very important research was done 
on finding their roots of the Rusyns, their ethnographical differences and uniqueness of their 
culture. 
The Rusyn society in developing of their science didn’t remain backward if to 
compare with the other inhabitants of the Habsburg Empire. They entered the period of 
nation building, as many others, who didn’t remain loyal to Habsburg family.  
Benedict Anderson considers important stage in nation creating is the scientific 
development of history and philology by the developing ethnicities. He assumes that 
scientific works on codification of the language was something, what made significant 
impulse on developing separately Norwegian and Danish nations, when the difference 
between related to each other languages was scientifically proved. Also the Rusyns did their 
research in this field, showing the differences from the other Slavic languages and creating 
their own norms.88 
Historical conditions made Rusyn territories dependent for few centuries from their 
neighbors and soon they were split between the different regions within the empire. In both 
regions they were not the dominant nationality, that’s why their rights were presented as the 
minorities between the dominant Hungarian or Polish minority of the Austrian Empire.  
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Political and intellectual elites took the initiative in their hands. Being under the 
power of the others they began not only ideologically support the people, but also via getting 
into the political contacts with the other neighbors.  
It is exactly the time, when the myth about the Methodius and the prince Fedor 
Korjatovič emerged again in so to say memory of the people. It is typical for many nations 
in that time, that in order to prove their historical rights to exist they reopened the facts, 
which were for a long time already forgotten.  
According to Holbwachs the creation of the nations is very close related to the 
invention of the traditions, formatting the memory of long-lasting rituals about those or 
those facts89. It is exactly the same with the persons of Methodius and the prince 
Korjatovič’. It is very similar to the nations, who tried to find the logical start for their nation 
and they began usually with Noah, Ham or Yafet. In the case of the Rusyns, they also tried 
to find the roots in the early Christian times. It is quite possible that Methodius could baptize 
the local people. But if we take a look at the Kyivan Rus’, they were baptized only in the 9th 
century, but in reality the pagan practices predominated at least three more centuries later, 
and were defeated only by the military forces of the centralized power.  Of course the fact of 
baptism was in that time just a political act and in that time it is more likely that people were 
against the innovations. But it is also the world-wide practice of looking into all the possible 
documents and archives in order to find the date of joining the Christian Church as much 
early as possible. And the one, who was earlier, has automatically more rights. That’s why 
the beginning of the Rusyn history they start already from the 8th century, in the way of 
glorification of Methodius. It is also even nowadays, that the day of Saint Methodius is 
meant to be the state holiday. 
It is the same with the name of the prince Korjatovič, there are even some doubts that 
the prince could be just invented. As it was also quite common in the 19th century, the need 
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to find the historical roots and as the very important attribute the hero, who could be the first 
national hero. If Methodius was the symbol of religious unity, than Korjatovič – the secular 
power, who was able to oppose the mighty Ottoman powers. And here we find another facts, 
which prove Rusyns stepped on the nationalism path, the very common “the best” in 
everything facts, they were one of the earliest in becoming Christian between the other 
Slavic neighbors, they were the strongest to be able to oppose for some centuries the 
Ottoman powers.  
And it is of course the time, when rethinking of the unity began. With the help of their 
unity they were able to protect themselves against Ottomans, and also in the 18th – 19th 
century. There were others as Hungarians for example, just culturally totally different, so if 
under the Polish government they got more assimilated, Hungarian ruling made it clearly, 
that the Rusyns were Other than the neighbuors.  
On my opinion the Rusyns were in the middle of the 19th century on the first stage to 
move up to the creation of their nation-state. Unfortunately the autonomous rights were 
almost not able to reach in those regions of Austro-Hungarian rule. As Hungarian and also 
the Polish governments turned their politics to promoting their dominance and assimilation 
of the other minorities, the Rusyns have lost their positions. 
That was a time, when political leader was needed, and as there were no personalities, 
who were able to lead the people, there emerged different intellectual circles. There were 
mainly three groups, which exist almost until today. In the first line the Rusyns tried to get 
into contact with the Russian Empire, as they were also Easter Slavs. The other group 
negotiated with the Ukrainians, which in that time also called themselves Rusyns, depends 
on the region, as a strong regional belonging still existed there, and the name Ukrainians 
haven’t enrooted yet. And the third group was the independent adherents.  
According to different nation definition, nation, besides being cultural, mentally 
unique community, with their own language and territory, should be politically organized 
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into the independent state. That is the final stage of course, but without reaching that point 
Ernest Gellner wouldn’t regard any ethnic group as a nation90.  
However it is one more point, which Gellner considers as  becoming the nation is 
couldn’t happen without the conflicts, and mainly the military acts for fighting for their 
nation-state, which made the people united in new modern way, opposing the others, with 
highly noble idea of fighting for their freedom and country. Wars create the feeling of closer 
brotherhood, also in the wars are created new traditions, as military songs, some visual signs 
of being one unity. And in the afterwar time the graves of the soldiers became the highly 
respectful symbol for their solidarity.91 
The chaos, which was in the beginning of the 20th century in the Eastern Europe, 
engaged also the Rusyns. The territories were a lot of times divided between the countries, 
and the ruler over the Rusyns was changed very often. But the idea of the intellectuals of the 
19th century was enrooted already into the people, they realized their uniqueness and 
otherness and they used the chance to create their country. While reorganizing the military 
troops the Rusyns were allowed lead one of the fronts and based on it there was the 
sovereignty of the Rusyn nation proclaimed, however it lasted for a very short time. With all 
the attributes needed, at the head with the president, with their own flag and emblem. 
Unfortunately this state didn’t exist for a long time, and however not all the ethnic territories 
belonged to this newly created state, but as Gellner mentions it is the destine of many nation 
states, that not all the parts of ethnic territories belong to the state, it is possible, but it 
doesn’t reject the right of such a state to be called a nation state.  
The 20th century brought for the Eastern Europe not only the horror of two Worlds 
Wars, but also another destructive power – the Soviet Union. The politic of assimilation was 
inculcated in the territories of the whole country, from the very eastern ethnic groups up to 
its western boundaries. Fallowing the politics of the previous rulers, the course on full 
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assimilation was taken. The Rusyn population became uncompetitive with the other 
neighbors. In the period of industrialization, there was no economical development in the 
region, up till today it is remained mainly rural. Long-lasting dependence on the Soviets 
grew up new generations, which had the conscious of belonging to one huge Soviet nation, 
what happened with many other ethnic groups under the Soviets. However the Rusyn 
language was used between the people, but it was officially declared the Rusyns are the part 
of Ukrainian ethnicity, all the Rusyns prescribing their nationality in the passports became 
automatically Ukrainians. 
As we know the Soviet state did their best to isolate their people from the influence of 
the other countries, to defend them from the ideas of democracy, as also capitalism and 
economical free market. It is clear that in this time, even the scientific relations didn’t exist 
between those countries, only some dosed information penetrated from the West.  
As we see from the description of the interviews with the local Rusyn people, the 
figure of Andy Warhol was totally unknown for those people. They didn’t have a chance to 
fallow the world news and the world stars. However the glory of the Beatles slowly 
appeared also in the Soviet countries, but Warhol, who was no less famous in American 
society than the band, was just unknown to the Rusyns.  
From late 80-ies they got the chance to get acquainted with the works of Warhol. But 
on my opinion the most important factor here is the level of education and total development 
of the society. It is apparent to the naked eye that two societies, the Rusyn and the American 
societies are very different, in the way of living, the level of economical growth, percentage 
of people engaged in producing goods, urbanization, industrialization, the level of education 
and science. The gap between these societies is really huge, and it is mainly about the 
mentality in these societies, which highly differs. 
Andy Warhol linked in itself the symbiosis of two mentalities, the Rusyn one, which 
gave him his mother with the language, family traditions, the Church and communication in 
the early ages with other representatives of this minority. But on the other hand Andy was 
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the member of American society, however influenced by the Rusyn minority in the 
childhood, but he was totally accepted by the society and its high circles, he began to create 
his works for American society.  
In the case of Andy Warhol, who lived and has been creating in the time of 
postmodernism, and in the consumer society, his art works can’t exist without the 
philosophy, which stays behind it.  
Stuart Hall has developed the theory of interpretation of the texts. The texts in this 
case are the works of Andy Warhol, as paintings and also his media products and art 
performances. According to the Hall’s theory in those texts there are the symbols and signs 
encoded, the message, the author wants to bring to the people. This message cannot be 
transmitted in its pure form to the spectator, it is always encoded into symbols. Society has 
its common signs, understandable among the majority, so that they could be used easily in 
the text. But the text is always interpreted by the audience, it is never the same 
interpretation, and it doesn’t mean that the decoding of the text corresponds with its 
encoding.92 
On my opinion the Rusyn society didn’t have the common ground with the 
Americans. That’s why only via studying the question of American society and art, it is 
possible to understand the meaning of Warhol’s art. The average Rusyn, who works in the 
agricultural sector, doesn’t have a chance to interpret Warhol’s works in the same they as 
they were encoded, despite the author had some similar background.  
As it was above mentioned, the relatives of Warhol actually received some of his 
paintings, already very famous in the America. But the paintings were just left in the storage 
under the leaking roof and they were considered worth of giving children to play with them. 
It is more likely that the persons, if those were the portraits were just unknown faces and the 
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whole painting was regarded just as a work of a house painter, as Andy’s cousin considered 
until John Warhol decided to open museum of his brother’s works.  
The Rusyn society is quite a close society, with quite conservative world views. As 
bigger part of people is still working in the agricultural field, it is quite important that the 
number of population is not decreasing, that the young family gives the healthy posterity. It 
is seen in the words of older Andy’s cousin, she is quite upset he being a Rusyn didn’t get 
married and didn’t bring the offspring to the world. As also another people as a perfect 
solution find the possibility if Andy would be able to come during his life to Mikova in 
order to marry one of their daughters, as an example of one young woman, who used to 
make traditional Rusyn embroidery, regarding it as a common interest, as both are engaged 
into the art in their everyday’s life.  
It is even the fact, that in American industrialized society, the people, even in their 
closed minorities, are used to huge supermarkets with its typical products, what Warhol also 
dedicated some of his exhibitions to, for the Rusyns it is getting typical nowadays, some half 
of the century later.  
And there are the people, who sincere declare, that they cannot associate themselves 
with Andy’s works, with Pop Art at all. But anyway they do all the possible to promote the 
person of Andy Warhol today.  
On my opinion Rusyn intellectuals with the great promotion of Rusyn diaspora 
established the image for their population, in order to promote and bring into the public the 
question of this without state population. The time of the Soviets demolished not only the 
territorial and political independence of the Rusyns, but they also influenced the mentality 
formation, making them partly loyal to the government. It is only the help of diaspora, who 
living in a quite closed societies, as it is in many cases with the other minorities in the 
Northern America, promoted and helped their parent’s homeland not only intellectually, but 
in many cases financially and with the representations in the global scale.  
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Nowadays from the words of interviewed it seems that Warhol’s art works were 
always related with the Rusyns. The people believe and declare that Warhol consciously 
created his works with the aim to represent the Rusyns in the world. However in the region 
now there is a high level of unemployment, the people dream to be able to find a chance to 
leave the country. It is not that much happening there, that’s why the people even pray for 
some changes in the village. And in the last years it is true, after the establishment of the 
museum, many international groups and the Slovaks itself travel to see that area, getting into 
the contact with the locals. And in that the Warhol figure has really brought some changes 
into the area, however with the name of Warhol, the name of Rusyns didn’t became in the 
same level famous, but quite many people got to know about the Rusyns only through 
Warhol’s fame.  
But the image of Warhol was not that positive accepted in the time the information 
about him appeared in Slovakia. As Hobsbaum regards the invented traditions in his works, 
very often the people artificially make these traditions look longer in their habit93. It was 
also done about Warhol. Instead remembering the petition, some of them has signed, against 
the opening of the museum, they tried to find relations with the Warhol family. It is 
significant, that almost everyone in the interviews was able to find family relations with 
Warhol. It is obvious, that in the village there are still some relatives left, but sometimes 
people declared their kinship, which in the end turned out to be just neighbor relations. That 
kinship with the famous personality in their logic would give also them a part of fame, 
probably what they have got through numerous interviews done with them.  
And the fact about petition is totally forgotten among the people. They rose in 
opposition against the scandalous figure of Andy Warhol, as it is clear from the interviews 
they are also against his sexual orientation. But here worked the Rusyn intellectuals, who 
were able to reinterpret Warhol’s figure into the norms of the local society. The main 
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accents are made on his Rusyn roots of course and all the unacceptable with their dogmas is 
just crossed out of their memory. 
But the shaping of Warhol’s image by the Rusyns changed a lot the reality. The main 
aspects of admiring by the Rusyns are his relations to Rusyns, the fact he has spoken Rusyn 
and was a part of Rusyn minority in the States. But it is not that much attention dedicated to 
his art heritage, to his works at least among the inhabitants of the village Mikova. And this 
new image became acceptable even by the local Church. The priests open the festivals 
named after Warhol, they are the authorities for this society and also they repeat in the 
Church that Warhol helped the Rusyns to become famous in the world. Those festivals are 
dedicated to the traditional culture of the Rusyns, they are also supported by diaspora, who 
preserves their customs and traditions in the same conditions as they parents has brought 
them from their homelands.  
I would agree that the figure of Andy Warhol, which suddenly appeared in the Rusyn 
society, helped them to rethink their identities. There are the debates started around this 
person, which are continuing to exist up till today. Unfortunately only by having Rusyn 
roots, the question of this minority is not known about many people, but for sure among 
more than before.  
And the important steps on the way to get their independence were made after the fall 
of Soviet Union. There are new codifications of Rusyn language worked out. The question 
of minority rights were promoted by the European Union, Rusyns are regarded as a minority 
in Serbia and Slovakia, Rusyn regional language is recognized by Ukrainian government, a 
serious impact made the diasporic historians. However the serious steps backward were 
done during the Soviet period, Rusyns made a good start in getting their autonomous rights. 
And however the unity of Rusyns lost, the people turn back again to their identification as 
Rusyns, however it is hard to make it in all the territories of different countries, but cultural 
and political organizations expand their work farther.  
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4. Conclusions 
There are still many ethnic groups, which didn’t have a chance to create their own 
state. It is quite typical for the Central-Eastern parts of Europe, being close to each other 
Slavic groups, many modern countries went through bloody revolutions and those countries 
are very young, they are around twenty years old, some even younger, which is not to 
compare with long lasting history of some western countries.  
In my research there was the question of the Rusyns examined. It is natural for non 
state nations to follow the example of bigger nation states, showing that they made no less 
important impact in the history, than those bigger states. Those developing their nation 
rights groups remind the behavior of the children, they make their best to put attention on 
their personality and try to show they did all the best, they were baptized earlier than the 
others, they had their kingdom in the time, when the others didn’t have etc. 
The Rusyns reached many factors, which would allow them to be called the nation. 
However their settlements were divided between different countries, they were able to build 
up the feeling of their Rusyn unity, in contrast to the dominant powers of the states, they 
belonged to. They were ready to develop their history writing, looking back for their past 
and genealogy, distinguishing scientifically their Rusyn language from the other Slavic 
languages. The destiny of Rusyns is similar to the many other ethnic groups of Eastern 
Europe. After the promising 19th century aiming to reach the example of American or 
French nation states, suddenly they were stopped by the war menace. And only the fall of 
the Soviet Union gave them the chance to restore their community feeling, which happened 
not without the help from the Rusyn diaspora from the United States. 
But in this restoring of Rusyn identity appeared new uniting factors and it is 
surprisingly, but Andy Warhol, American painter and artist was exactly that, what the 
Rusyns began to admire.  
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The Rusyn population in the rural areas is also today quite conservative. 
Unfortunately on my opinion the average citizen is not mentally ready to accept the 
philosophy of Warhol’s art. They showed it also in the time, the members of Rusyn diaspora 
began their project on establishing of Warhol’s museum, the locals rose in opposition, they 
were not ready to accept Warhol’s scandalous lifestyle and sexual orientation. Until today 
they are not well knowledgeable about Warhol’s art heritage, the older population don’t find 
those works as masterpieces, even the one, which are in the museum in Medziaborce, they 
had the chance to see it.  
And this attitude is understandable, as mentally Rusyn society is different from the 
American one, their life principles differ and surrounding environment too. But these 
differences didn’t prevent from admiration of Warhol’s figure. But this figure is shaped by 
the local way of thinking and interpreted as the national Rusyn hero and a past of their 
culture.  
In today’s world it is not worthy to use military power to bring the world’s debates 
about themselves. It is the course, which the Rusyns decided to take. Andy Warhol became 
their tool to bring attention to them. And however the Rusyns believe that Warhol brought 
the fame to their nation, probably not really the fame, but it defiantly brought a little bit 
more attention to the region and what is more important the increase of their national 
identification.   
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